[Amniotic infection syndrome after amniocentesis--a case report].
A severe amniotic infection syndrome with a septic shock and a consumption coagulopathy is reported after an amniocentesis in second trimester. In literature, the risk of an amnionitis after amniocentesis amounts to 0.1%-0.4% and the risk of a severe maternal infection reaches 0.03%-0.19%. The available data show, that the clinical symptoms (rise in temperature, signs of septic shock) start 24-36 hours after the punction. The earlier treatment (evacuation of the uterus or - if necessary - hysterectomy) is accomplished, the more favourable will be the course of the disease with respect to septic shock and DIC. Determination of germs in each amniotic fluid seems to be of prognostic value; thus treatment can be started before infection becomes detrimental for the mother.